Built form in Koshirakura, an Activity Centre and Speed Reading Urban Design in Yokohama by Tyrrell, John & The Architectural Association, London.
Tyrrell,  John (2000) Built  form in Koshirakura,  an Activity  Centre and Speed 
Reading Urban Design in  Yokohama.  In:  AA Files  41,  1999,  Japan,  East  and 
West.. 
Downloaded from: http://sure.sunderland.ac.uk/6267/
Usage guidelines
Please  refer  to  the  usage guidelines  at  http://sure.sunderland.ac.uk/policies.html  or  alternatively 
contact sure@sunderland.ac.uk.
John	Tyrrell.	Two	projects	in	Japan	with	the	Architectural	Association	
	
o! This	was	a	project	 in	which	 John	played	a	design	and	build	 role.	The	site	was	a	
small	 hill	 village	 in	 Kawanishi,	 a	 historic	 samurai	 hill	 village	 in	 west	 Japan.	 The	
project	 to	 site	and	build	a	protective	 shelter	 to	endure	severe	snowfall	housing	
young	children	waiting	for	the	school	bus.	More	than	a	bus	shelter	this	became	
an	activity	centre.	 John’s	contribution	was	substantial,	 including	design	site	and	
construction	decisions	and	ordering	materials.	The	project	 included	John	filming	
interviews	 with	 the	 clients.	 John	 also	 appeared	 to	 win	 a	 ceremonial	 wrestling	
contest	 chosen	 to	 represent	 the	 Architectural	 Association,	 filmed	 by	 National	
Television.		
o! The	Second	Project	Urban	Speed	Reading.	A	project	sponsored	by	Yokohama	City	
architects	 department.	 Ushioda	 and	 Honcho-Dori	 District.	 The	 project	 was	 to	
study	 a	 dense	 housing	 district	 and	 present	 a	 planning	 proposal	 that	 has	 been	
adopted	 as	 a	 strategy	 by	 Yokohama.	 The	 presentation	 was	 in	 the	 City	 Hall,	
Yokohama,	 attended	by	officials	 and	architects	 from	Tokyo	and	Yokohama.	 The	
presentation	was	design	and	models	which	were	also	exhibited	at	AA	Gallery	 in	
June	 2000.	 The	 project	 was	 written	 up	 in	 AA	 Files	 41,	 Kawanishi	 Landscape	
Workshop	 1996-99	 by	 Shin	 Egashira.	 The	 bus	 shelter	 is	 in	 use	 and	 is	 serviced	
annually	by	Yasu	Kawasaki.		
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Yokohama	Project,	the	district	Ushioda	and	Honcho	Dori	District.	We	presented	drawings	aimed	
to	resolve	access	for	emergency	utilities	through	the	narrow	side	passages	off	this	main	road.	
All	Photography	except	!		are	by	John	Tyrrell	using	BW	negatives	and		BW	slides,	mostly.	
	
